
How to Write a Critique: 
(based on written material or a live performance)  

 
 critique: analysis, commentary, evaluation, critical discourse, observation, insight, considered 

explanation, illumination, clarification, investigation 
 
1)  Understand the difference between critique and report.  
 

A report is a mere restatement of the significant elements or components of a 
piece of writing or a live performance. It is, primarily,  a summary of the 
substantial elements (the who, what, where, when and how) which are imbedded 
in a piece of writing or a live performance.  

 
A critique is a focused analysis of a piece of writing or a live performance. While 
it may contain a sentence or two of summary material, the critique will offer the 
reader a “considered evaluation” of the writing or performance in question. 

 
2)  A “considered evaluation” will often include observations about a piece of writing or live 

performance that go beyond the obvious.  
 

For example, a summary of Hamlet  (based on written material or a live performance) 
will focus on the who, what, where, when and why of plot and character: to report that a 
young man discovers that his dead father was murdered by the young man’s uncle; to 
report that the young man’s uncle has now married the young man’s mother; to report 
that the father appears to the young man as a ghost and instructs him to take revenge. 

 
A critique of Hamlet  (based on written material or a live performance) will limit its 
analysis to specific  issues of “why.”  For example, a critique of a written version of 
Hamlet may focus on whether the “ghost” is meant to be regarded by the reader/audience 
as a “real” apparition or a psychological manifestation. In a critique of a performed 
version of Hamlet, the writer may decide to explore the ways in which the actor 
portraying Hamlet did (or did not) give the impression that the ghost was (or was not) a 
“real” apparition. 

 
3)  A critique will often include in its analysis elements of a larger context. Often, for college 

students, that “larger context” will have some reference to the course or discipline for 
which the critique is written. For example, a critique of Hamlet (based on written material 
or a live performance) written for a contemporary literature class may focus on how the 
play deals with archetypes. A critique of Hamlet (based on written material or a live 
performance) written for a theater class may focus on how well the actor portrayed the 
complex inner life of a conflicted young man. If the critique is written for a psychology 
class, it might focus on the various mental states that a human being will go through 
when dealing with the death of a parent. 



Rubric for Written Critique: (based on written material or a live performance)  
  

A B C D F 

Critique is 
focused and 
limited in scope. 
 
The work which 
is critiqued is 
illuminated in a 
new and 
refreshing way 
for the reader.  
 
 

Critique is 
focused and 
limited in scope 
and comments on 
the work in 
question.  
 
However, the 
writer does not 
fully develop or 
expand on 
insights. 

Critique is a 
mere summary of 
the written 
material or live 
performance 
 
 
.  
 
 
 

Critique is 
simply the 
summary opinion 
of the student’s 
likes and dislikes 
with regard to the 
work in 
questions. 
 
. 

Critique is 
simply a 
superficial 
summary of the 
writer’s likes and 
dislikes.  
 
 
. 

Excellent 
analysis of  
specific elements 
with excellent 
support material 
drawn from the 
written material 
or the live 
performance. 

Good evaluation 
of specific 
elements with 
adequate support 
material. 
 
Clearly, the 
writer of the 
critique  has 
intellectually 
engaged with the 
written material 
and/or live 
performance in a 
meaningful way. 
 

Support material 
is not specific. 
 
Clearly, the 
writer of the 
critique  has not 
fully engaged 
with  
written material 
and/or live 
performance. 

Support material 
is sketchy. 
 
Little evidence 
that the writer of 
the critique has 
engaged with the  
written material 
and/or live 
performance on 
any level. 

Support material 
is not there. 
 
No evidence that 
the writer of the 
critique has 
engaged with the  
written material 
and/or live 
performance on 
any level. 

Critique is an  
illumination or 
amplication of 
concepts 
and/ideas of the 
course for which 
it is written. 

Critique is a solid 
evaluation using 
the language and 
concepts of  the 
course for which 
it is written. 

Critique 
thoughtfully 
considers how it 
relates to the 
course for which 
it is written. 

Critique only 
superficially 
considers how it 
relates to the 
course for which 
it is written. 

There is no  
thoughtful 
consideration of 
related concepts 
or ideas for 
which it is 
written. 



Excellent use of 
college level 
academic writing 
standards–i.e. 
thesis, structure, 
idea 
development, 
grammar, 
mechanics and 
word usage. 

Good use of 
college level 
academic writing 
standards–i.e. 
thesis, structure, 
idea 
development, 
grammar, 
mechanics and 
word usage. 

Adequate use of 
college level 
academic writing 
standards–i.e. 
thesis, structure, 
idea 
development, 
grammar, 
mechanics and 
word usage. 

Poor use of 
college level 
academic writing 
standards–i.e. 
thesis, structure, 
idea 
development, 
grammar, 
mechanics and 
word usage. 

Not college level 
writing.  

 


