
WORKSHOP EXERCISES   Name ______________________________ 

Comma Splices, Run-ons, and Fragments 

I. Underline the subject of each of the following sentences. 

1. Adam loves baked beans. 

2. Nino and Yolanda prefer rice. 

3. The vice president struggles to make his point. 

4. You should not accuse another without evidence. 

5. She dreamed that the sun went dark. 

 

II. Underline the verb(s) in each of the following sentences. 

1. They had a good working relstionship. 

2. He’s been trying to move up to the Senate. 

3. His favorite is chocolate. 

4. They tangoed until dawn. 

5. Viewers criticized the Nissan polar bear ad. 

 

III. Underline the complete sentences. 

1. Singing carols and the 12 days of Christmas. 

2. The polar bear population is increasing. 

3. At the very least, they’re surviving. 

4. When in Delaware. 

5. They have not previously held public office. 
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IV. Identify and correct the comma splices and run-ons in the following sentences. 

1. Politicians have earned this they’ve earned the skepticism of the American 

people. 

2. Keep this in mind, I always made sure my conduct benefited me. 

3. It’s time to eat I’m hungry. 

4. My students carry digital recorders, they keep them in their pocketes. 

5. In the end she will give in, there is no way she can win this battle. 

 

V. Connect the following independent clauses with commas and coordinating conjunctions. 

1. These fish are rare.  They are very expensive. 

2. The canoe tilted over. We had to drag it out of the rocks. 

3. It’s important to eat healthy food. Please toss that burger in the trash. 

4. I hope to become a millionaire. I only have 50 cents in my pocket. 

5. Smoking is an annoying habit. I can’t stop. 

VI. Identify the dependent clauses. 

1. Terri was watching television when she received the bad news. 

2. If you go with me, I’ll go to the graduation ceremony. 

3. While they were planning the wedding, the ceiling caved in. 

4. Reading is my favorite pastime because I love a good story. 

5. While the parents searched for their children, the rain began to fall. 
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VII. Identify the fragments, and correct them.  Write “F” in front of the 

fragments.  Write “C” next to the correct sentences. 

1. ____ Since the dog ran around barking. 

2. ____ Lee and Bob joined forces to host a party. 

3. ____ Because the only thing to do is hope. 

4. ____ When the lights go out. 

5. ____ Whoever finds the key first wins. 

VIII. Write “I” next to the “ing” fragments and “C” next to the 

complete sentences. 

1. ____ Declaring this is not a tax. 

2. ____ Holding his finger over the trigger, he cried “Stop!” 

3. ____ Dancing beneath the moon. 

4. ____ Aiming to reach the top of the mountain before sunrise. 

5. ____ Protesting the new law, the crowds gathered on the mall.  
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IX. Write “C” for correct, “CS” for comma splices, “RO” for run-ons, and “F” for 

fragments.  Correct the problems, but remember some of the sentences are correct. 

_____ 1. In Alabama we long for the good old days. 

_____ 2. Answering to its coequal branch of government. 

_____ 3. Due to the late filing of applications.  Financial aid awards have been delayed. 

_____ 4. That he had a fling with a flight attendant. 

_____ 5. While we waited for hours in the doctor’s office. 

_____ 6. That movie is phenomenal its special effects amazed the audience. 

_____ 7. The students stared blankly, they refused to give an answer. 

_____ 8. Grammar is so much fun, I wish I could practice it all day. 

_____ 9. If winter ever comes. 

_____ 10. The coyote trotted up 54th Street. 

_____ 11. Until she noticed the tissue paper on her shoe. 

_____ 12. Be sure to sign your name I need to know who is here. 

_____ 13. The children desperately longed for recess. 

_____ 14. Slowly turning on the spit. 

_____ 15. When we climbed to the top of the hill. 

_____ 16. To Sarah’s astonishment, the floor began to shake. 

_____ 17. The old shepherd and his son disappeared one night with their sheep. 

_____ 18. No one knew where they went the search for them continued for days. 


